Contemporary Personalities
youngest of the Cecil brothers has, in my judgment,
been the greatest master of rhetoric at once spoken
and literary in our generation.    While still a very
young man, speaking upon the subject of religious
education in the schools, to a House almost one-half
of which was repelled by his views, he held it hushed,
almost awed, for nearly an hour by the sublimity of
his conception and by the nobility of the language
in   which he clothed  it.    It is,  indeed,  an almost
insoluble question why Lord Hugh Cecil has never
attained to that position in English public life for
"which   his   shining   gifts,   by   universal   admission,
equipped him*    One says that he is impracticable ;
another, angular;   and a third, that he cannot work
easily   in  association  with  colleagues.    Perhaps  all
three   criticisms  really  amount to  one.    I  express
no conclusion upon this point, but record my clear
conviction that the public life of England has been
made less vivid and less interesting by the fact that
Hugh Cecil has never been a Minister.*
The present Lord Salisbury has not been either impracticable or a visionary. He is to-day in his sixty-third year. In the South African War he commanded, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, the Bedfordshire Regiment, and was mentioned in despatches. He represented the Darwen Division in the House of Commons from 1885 to 1892 and Rochester from 1893 to 1903. He was President of the Board of Trade in 1905, and in the Conservative Government which recently disappeared from the scene he was Lord President of the Council and Deputy Leader of the House of Lords. He owns some 20,000 acres, and the prudent stewardship of his estates has occupied no small part of a very conscientious life.
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